
Lakefront Gateway
Cultural park and gateway facilitated by a reconfigured Lakefront traffic pattern

A necessary ingredient in the creation of future improvements and public activities along theA necessary ingredient in the creation of future improvements and public activities along the 
Lakefront is a reduction in traffic/pedestrian conflicts and barriers to pedestrian access between 
Downtown and the Lakefront.  The proposed modifications to the Lakefront street and land 
utilization pattern has advantages in setting the stage for new development on the west side of 
Lincoln Memorial Drive as well as additional Lakefront activities, users, and energy on the east side 
of Lincoln Memorial Drive.  Features include:

• Shift the existing alignment of Lincoln Memorial Drive south of Michigan Street and re-locating 
the Downtown Transit Center results in the creation of two high value development sites on thethe Downtown Transit Center results in the creation of two high-value development sites on the 
west side of the Drive. 

• An internationally recognized park and cultural campus.  A new Lakefront plaza or park is 
created by extending the linear arrangement of the municipal pier out to a re-configured Lincoln 
Memorial Drive and back dropped by a possible glass curtain wall or wintergarden from 
development at the current Downtown Transit Center site.

A “L k f t Pl ” d t iti f l t hibit i t ti• A new “Lakefront Plaza” can accommodate a composition of sculptures, exhibits, interactive 
fountains, as well as retail kiosks and pavilions,.  

• The space closest to Downtown is 74,800 sq ft in size, and the overall area is 184,000 sq ft, plus 
the 30,000 sq ft triangular space to the west of Kiley Gardens.  

• There are no through-streets conflicting with pedestrians to the east of Lincoln Memorial Drive.

I d d i Eli i i f h d di d i h l Mi hi S• Improved pedestrian access.  Elimination of the dedicated right-turn lanes at Michigan Street 
reduces pedestrian crossings from seven to five lanes.  
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