
Historic Third Ward Public Market
Status: Completed

The Historic Third Ward Public Market was recommende d to be a new district which revitalizes the histor ic produce 
market tradition. The Market opened at the end of S ummer 2005 with a  combination of indoor permanent vendors and 
outdoor stall vendors. Today, over 20 local vendors  operate in the Market.



Pabst Redevelopment
Status: In Progress

Pabst Brewery Adaptive Redevelopment is underway an d will include a mix of residential, office, retail and cultural 
uses. Currently, Zilber LLC has purchased the site. The City adopted a $25 million dollar Tax Increment  Financing 
District to prepare the site with public infrastruc ture and help with the costs of environmental contam ination and 
historic preservation. In 2007, the City proceeded with a $500,000 demolition and street construction project within the 
development site. This development will be the larg est designated LEED-ND development in the State of Wisconsin.



Wisconsin Avenue Revitalization
Status: Completed/In Progress

West and East Wisconsin Avenue Revitalization was n oted in the Downtown Plan as being of strategic imp ortance to 
the Downtown renaissance. Revitalization included s treetscape enhancements with intersection paving an d 
landscaping. To date, over $11,119,000 was invested  in the upgrading and revitalization of public infr astructure along 
Wisconsin Avenue in the Downtown. In addition, Nort h Water Street from Juneau Avenue to just north of East Pleasant 
Street was resurfaced and the median was transforme d from a lawn type median into a into a garden like s etting, 
representing over $1,034,000 of additional public i nfrastructure investment.



Kilbourn Avenue Streetscaping
Status: Completed/Planned

West Kilbourn Avenue Streetscape Improvements were r ecommended to transfer Kilbourn Avenue, the link tha t 
connects City Hall to the Courthouse, into a well-d efined civic corridor. In 2002-2003, over $128,000 was invested to 
beautify the island located along East Kilbourn Aven ue and West Kilbourn Avenue. Ultimately, improvement s will 
be made on Kilbourn from Water to 6th Street.



City Hall Square Intersection
Status: Proposed

City Hall Square Intersection at Wells and Water wa s recommended for improvements, including intersecti on 
paving and landscaping, to better define and enhanc e this civic space. Currently, the City is looking into 
alternatives for funding the intersection improveme nts to follow the renovation of the City Hall buildi ng.



Riverwalk
Status: Completed/In Progress

The Riverwalk Expansion was identified as a way to e nhance the economic and marketability of all Downto wn. 
Continuing the success of the first segments for th e Riverwalk, extensions and linkages continue to be  built and 
Upgrades to the original Downtown portions have beg un including the addition of art and vegetation int ertwined 
with trellis. Improvements at seven locations will make this portion of Riverwalk ADA accessible. To da te, 7,703 
linear feet of Riverwalk in the Downtown has been co nstructed and an additional 3,550 linear feet has b een 
constructed within the Third Ward. 



Lakefront Connections
Status: Completed

Lakefront Connections were recommended to improve p edestrian access to and utilization of the Lakefron t. With 
the completion of the Art Museum addition, the Lake walk has been extended to Michigan St. The redesign of 
Lakeshore Park is completed, providing an uninterru pted path along the lakefront to the harbor inlet w here the 
connections join with the Riverwalk system. 



MacArthur Square
Status: Planned

MacArthur Square is a key public open space in the Downtown that can have an enormous impact on the qua lity of 
civic life. In 2007, a Master Plan was prepared by Planning and Design Institute and students of the S chool of 
Architecture and Urban Planning. Ten local architec tural practices then completed a design charrette, each creating a 
building within the MacArthur Square area. All the work was supported by a grant from the Herzfeld Fou ndation and 
has been presented to stakeholders (State, DPW, Cou nty, Museum, MATC, Convention Center and Milwaukee 
Theatre).  The results of the Plan will serve to gu ide future development. 



Park East Development
Status: Completed/In Progress

Park East Freeway Replacement with an improved stre et grid system was recommended to reclaim approxima tely 24 
acres of developable land and attract over $800,000 ,000 in potential investment. In 2002, the freeway spur was 
removed from 6th Street to Jefferson Street and new  street segments have since been constructed utiliz ing ISTEA 
funds as well as $20 million in city TIF dollars. A s part of the reconnection of the street grid, in 20 03, an $11,000,000 
new bridge (Knapp Street Bridge) was built over the  Milwaukee River and a new tree-lined, 6-lane boule vard (McKinley 
Boulevard) was constructed as the new entrance to t he Downtown. A redevelopment plan has been adopted and is 
being used to regulate building form. Several devel opments are currently underway in the corridor. The  North End has 
begun demolition and construction of Phase 1 in Dec ember 2007; The Flatiron is nearing completion ;and   the County 
has awarded 3 RFP’s and is in the process of a four th.



Transit Connector
Status: In Study

The Transit Connector  was originally envisioned as  several rubber tire trolley lines connecting the p rimary activity 
generators in Downtown to each other and to the sur rounding neighborhoods. These rubber trolley’s have  been 
implemented; however, in 2003, federal funding for the pilot program was depleted. The Milwaukee Downt own BID 
has graciously taken over the operation and is able  to fund a limited route and schedule during the su mmer 
months. A new or enhanced funding source is being s ought. To supplement the Trolley system, discussion s on 
transit continue.



Park Once
Status: Planned

The Park Once concept consists of a proposed, manag ed system of street signage, parking deck signage a nd the 
transit system. Downtown signage is now in place to  help create a uniform, predictable look to parking  Downtown 
including way finding signage for Westown and Eastow n establishments. DPW currently is pursuing a real-t ime 
parking system intended to help people coming into Downtown identify where an excess of easily accesse d parking 
exists. The Master Plan for the installation is com pleted and will soon be implemented.



Two-Way Streets
Status: Completed/Planned

Two-Way Streets make it easier to understand the Do wntown street system and enhance visibility to shop s on the 
street. Several streets in the Downtown have change d their travel including the conversion of State, B roadway, 
Milwaukee, Van Buren, Jackson Streets, and St Paul Avenue. 



Train Station/Post Office
Status: Completed/Planned

The Amtrak Station Renovation has transformed the s tation into a combined depot for trains and intercit y buses.  
Federal, state, city and private funding was spent to cover the project's $15 million cost. City parti cipation included 
$6.25 million in Tax Increment Funds. The new Inter modal Station serves the Amtrak Hiawatha Service and  Empire 
Builder trains as well as Greyhound, Lamers, Wiscon sin Coach, and Indian Trails Bus Line. 



The Shops of Grand Avenue
Status: Completed/Planned

Grand Avenue Ground Floor Revitalization, including  façade improvements, was a key recommendation of t he Downtown 
Plan. Since adoption, Boston Store has opened its s treet front windows to allow pedestrian interaction , Wispark has 
renovated the old Woolworth’s Building (currently h ome to Office Max), The Majestic Lofts have been de veloped into 
affordable apartments, the 211 West Wisconsin build ing has completed façade renovations, the Plankinto n Arcade has 
window openings and currently houses Linens and Thi ngs, TJ Max and Old Navy, and the ASQ Center has be en 
redeveloped to include Marriott Hotel, Borders Book store and additional office space. The Grand Avenue  has been sold 
and the new owners are working on proposed upgrades  to the mall.


